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What is SHSM? 
 

Specialist High Skills Majors let students focus on a career path that matches their skills and 
interests while meeting the requirements of the Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) 
 

Why consider SHSM – Business? 
This program enables students to: 
● Customize their secondary school education to suit their interests and skills 

● Complete sector recognized certifications to build their resume 

● Prepare for post-secondary opportunities 

● Explore and refine their career goals 

● Earn the SHSM red seal recognized by employers and post-secondary institutions 

Required Certifications (4) 
 
● CPR level C (with AED) 
● Standard First Aid 
● WHMIS - generic 
● Customer Service 

NEW*** 

Sector Partner Contextualized 

Content (SPCC) NEED 1 of: 

● Innovation, Creativity, 

Entrepreneurship (ICE) 

● Coding 

● Mathematical Literacy 

Elective Certifications (min 
2) 
Include, but are not limited to: 
● leadership skills 
● public speaking 
● DECA/Junior Achievement 
● ergonomics 
● personality inventory 
● software 
● negotiation training 
● counterfeit detection 

Reach Ahead / 
Experiential Learning 
Field Trips (min 2) 
Include, but are not limited 
to: 
● university/college 

workshops 
● industry tours 
● skills competitions 
● career fairs 
● guest speakers 

 

 

APPLY TO SHSM! 
bit.ly/YRDSBSHSMapp  

SHSM course requirements on reverse. 
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Co-op Placements (minimum  2 credits- ½ a day for 1 semester) 
Students apply their learning from an SHSM pathway course in an authentic learning 
environment.  The placement is connected to the Business sector and may include the 
following placement types: 

● Accountant 
● Bookkeeper 
● Human Resources Assistant 
● Marketing Assistant 
● Office Admin Assistant 

● Media Relations Assistant 
● Retail Associate 
● Theatre Admin Assistant 
● Media Relations Assistant 

Plus Four Major Credits between grade 11 and 12 
Grade 11 (select at least 1) 
● BAF3M ​Financial Accounting Fundamentals 

● BMX3E​ ​Marketing:  Retail & Service 

● BDI3C​ ​Entrepreneurship:  The Venture 

● BMI3C ​Marketing: Goods, Services, Events 

● BTA30  ​Information and Communication Technology 

The Digital Environment 
● CIE3M ​The Individual and the Economy 

● CLU3M​ ​Understanding Canadian Law 
● ICS3C ​Introduction to Computer Programming 

● ICS3U ​Computer Science 

● TGJ3M/O​ ​Comm Tech: Digital Photography 

● TEJ3M - ​Computer Engineering 

● GPP3O​ ​Leadership 

● COOP ​(1 additional credit) 

Grade 12 (select at least 1) 
● BAT4M​ ​Financial Accounting Principles 

● BBB4M​  ​International Business Fundamentals 

● BOH4M​ ​Business Leadership:Management Fundamentals 

● CIA4U​ ​Analysing Current Economic Issues 

● IDC4U2*​  ​Building Financial Security OR ​IDC4U3* 
3D Virtualization 

● CLN4U ​ ​Canadian and International Law 
● ICS4C​ ​Computer programming 

● ICS4U ​Computer Science 

● TGG4M​ Yearbook 
● TGJ4M/O​ ​Comm Tech: Digital Portfolio 

● TEJ4M - ​Computer Engineering 

● COOP​ ​(1 additional credit) 

*Requires Ministry Approval 
**1 additional credit of Co-op in grade 11 or 12 
For dual credits - see guidance for more information 

Plus: TWO Required Math 
Workplace pathway requires 1 

Grade 11 
● MEL3E​ ​Mathematics for Work & Everyday Life 

● MCR3U​  ​Functions 

● MCF3M​  ​Functions & Applications 

● MBF3C​  ​Foundations for College Mathematics 

 

Grade 12 
● MHF4U​  ​Advanced Functions 

● MEL4E​  ​Mathematics for Work and Everyday Life 

● MDM4U​  ​Mathematics of Data Management 

● MCT4C​  ​Mathematics for College Technology 

● MAP4C​  ​Foundations for College Mathematics 

Plus: ONE Required English in Grade 12 
Workplace pathway requires 2 

ENG3/4E           ENG3/4C            ENG3/4U        OLC4O 
*pending ministry approval 


